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MAY THEIR SOULS BE BOUND IN THE EVERLASTING BOND OF LIFE
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Bless this year for us, Lord our God, and all its types of produce for good. Grant dew and rain as

a blessing/Grant blessing - on the fact of the earth, and from its goodness satisfy us, blessing our
year as the best of years. Blessed are You, Lord, who blesses the years.
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17. And to man He said, "Because you listened to your wife, and you ate from the tree from which |
commanded you saying, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed be the ground for your sake; with toil shalf you
eat of it all the days of your life. 18. And it will cause thorns and thistles to grow for you, and you shall eat
the herbs of the field.19. With the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, until you return to the ground, - 4
for you were taken therefrom, for dust you are, ond to dust you wiff return.”
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6. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: Genesis Chapter 3 Verse 19

.. Accordingly, not by the sweat of your boay, your
hands, or even 7235, but 0K ny12 will you eat bread. Your godlike counten-
ance, the seat of the mind, of insight, of all divine light, which should ex-
press all your mastery of the world, will you have to direct to obtaining
your daily bread. The whole lamentable condition of gaining a scanty sub-
sistence in MAYY is expressed in that little word on?. Sustenence is called
A7, inasmuch as it has to be "snatched” in the struggle with nature, &n%
(root of mn®n) as, at the same time, it has to go through the struggle for
existence against fellow men, the struggle of all against all. Did we not have
to direct our minds so much to obtaining our daily bread, strife between
man and man would not be so pre-eminent, and the idea of property would
not weigh so heavily in the scales. But after part of man’s very existence
depends on every little piece of bread which he must gain with 12y, with
sacrificing something for it, after he has struggled to wrest it from nature,
he at once starts the struggle with his fellowman to keep that which he has
won, or even earlier, to get ahead of him at the source in Nature.
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3. If you follow My statutes and observe My commandments and perform them, 4. | will give your rains in
their time, the Land will yield its produce, and the tree of the field will give forth its fruit. 5, Your
threshing will last until the vintage, and the vintage will last untif the sowing, you will eat your food to
satiety, and you will live in security in your land.
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13. The Hirsch Siddur (137)

WY 3. Stress is placed here on both WP and a3wh for a year may

be “blessed” and still not afford blessings to us, Such a year cannot then be a

“blessed one as far as we are concerned. It i quite possible for the soil to

vield abundant produce and the fields to flourish without man benefitting there.

from. As our Sages have put it: v pm o 1N 10371 “the vine may give

of its fruit and still the wine may be expensive.” Field and pasture may

abound with luscious fruit and yet, because of human folly and because of

crookedness and perversity in human relationships, dearth znd famine will
hold sway and spoil our lives. Therefore we 2sk God not only to “bless” the
fields, but also to arrange circumstances in such a manner that the “blesssed"
year may prove a blessing to mankind also, and that the abundant harvest of
field and pasture may thus bring happiness and prosperity to the homies of

men,
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