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Long ago, as Rabban Gamaliel, R. Eleazar b. ‘Azariah, R. Joshua and R. Akiba were walking on
the road .... coming up to Jerusalem together, and just as they came to Mount Scopus they saw a fox
emerging from the Holy of Holies. They fell a-weeping and R. Akiba seemed merry. Wherefore, said they
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to him, are you merry? Said he: Wherefore are you weeping? Said they to him: A place of which it was
once said, And the common man that draweth nigh shall be put to death,1 is now become the haunt of
foxes, and should we not weep? Said he to them: Therefore am | merry; for it is written, And | will take to
Me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the Son of Jeberechiah. Now what
connection has this Uriah the priest with Zechariah? Uriah lived during the times of the first Temple,
while [the other,] Zechariah lived [and prophesied] during the second Temple; but Holy-Writ linked the
[later] prophecy of Zechariah with the [earlier] prophecy of Uriah, In the [earlier] prophecy [in the days]
of Uriah it is written, Therefore shall Zion for your sake be ploughed as a field etc.3 In Zechariah it is
written, Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, There shall yet old men and old women sit in the broad places of
Jerusalem,4 so long as Uriah's [threatening] prophecy had not had its fulfilment, | had misgivings lest
Zechariah's prophecy might not be fulfilled; now that Uriah's prophecy has been [literally] fulfilled, it is
quite certain that Zechariah's prophecy also is to find its literal fulfilment. Said they to him: Akiba, you
have comforted us! Akiba, you have comforted us!
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On their return, they found R. Hanina b. Teradion sitting and occupying himself with the Torah, publicly
gathering assemblies, and keeping a scroll of the Law in his bosom. Straightaway they took hold of him,
wrapt him in the Scroll of the Law, placed bundles of branches round him and set them on fire. They then
brought tufts of wool, which they had soaked in water, and placed them over his heart, so that he should
not expire quickly. His daughter exclaimed, 'Father, that | should see you in this state!' ... The Executioner
then said to him, 'Rabbi, if | raise the flame and take away the tufts of wool from over thy heart, will thou
cause me to enter into the life to come?' 'Yes,' he replied. 'Then swear unto me' [he urged]. He swore
unto him. He thereupon raised the flame and removed the tufts of wool from over his heart, and his soul
departed speedily. The Executioner then jumped and threw himself into the fire. And a bathkol
exclaimed: R. Hanina b. Teradion and the Executioner have been assigned to the world to come. When
Rabbi heard it he wept and said: One may acquire eternal life in a single hour, another after many years.
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R. Dov Baer b. R. Avraham was born circa 1704. In his youth he studied in Lemberg, in the yeshiva of R. Ya'akov
Yehoshua, author of the Pnei Yehoshua. He then became a preacher in a number of communities, eventually
becoming close to R. Israel, the Ba'al Shem Tov, becoming his great disciple. Many of the third generation great
Chassidic leaders were his disciples.
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When R. Akiba was taken out for execution, it was the hour for the recital of the Shema’, and while they
combed his flesh with iron combs, he was accepting upon himself the kingship of heaven. His disciples
said to him: Our teacher, even to this point? He said to them: All my days | have been troubled by this
verse, 'with all thy soul', [which I interpret,] 'even if He takes thy soul'. | said: When shall | have the
opportunity of fulfilling this? Now that | have the opportunity shall | not fulfil it? He prolonged the word
ehad until he expired while saying it. A bath kol went forth and proclaimed: Happy art thou, Akiba, that
thy soul has departed with the word ehad!
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If a man makes a vow to the Lord or makes an oath to prohibit himself, he shall not violate his
word, according to whatever came out of his mouth, he shall do.
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