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Ethics & Ethos: Timeless Lessons from the Weekly Parsha

Parshas Acharei Mos/Kedoshim
Holiness of the Spirit, Holiness of the Mind

Rabbi Shmuel Silber
April 17,2013

Dedicated by Rita & Seymour Bayuk in memory of Rebecca Bayuk z'l
(Chaya Baila bas Aharon Dov)
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2. Speak to the entire congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them, You shall be holy, for |, the
Lord, your God, am holy.
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6. No man shall come near to any of his close relatives, to uncover [their] nakedness. | am the Lord.
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Approach #3:

7. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: Vayikra Chapter 19 Verse 2:
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R. Haym Paltiel b"r Jacob was born c. 1240 and lived in Felaise, France, relocating to Magdebourg, Germany. He
was a disciple-colleague of R. Meir {Maharam) of Rothenburg, and corresponded with him on halakhic issues. He

do on himself. M is the | product of the completest mastery by the god-
like freg-willed human being over afl his forces and natural fendencies,

with the allurements and inclinations associated with them, and placing
them at the disposal of God's Will. This mastery over one's self, the highest

_possible art which hum in practice does nof comsist of neglecting,
curtailing, killing, or domg away thh any of one’s powers or natural

tendencies. No single one of the powers and natural tendencies which are
given to Man is either good or bad in itself, from the most spititual down
to the most sensuous. They are all given to him for beneficial purposes to
accomplish God’s Will on earth. The Divine Torah gives them 2 positive
aim and a negative limit. In the service of this purpose indicated by God,
and withtin these limits, set by God, everything is good and. holy, Separated
from these purposes and outside these limits, coarseness and evil begin/.ﬁ
Virtuosity in this, the highest human art, is only attained, as in any other
art, by practice, by constant exercise in using one’s moral free will in master-
ing existing tendencies. But these exercises are not to be practiced in the
realm of the forbidden where a slip would result in wrong doing, but it
is in the realm of the permitted that the resolution of one’s will is to test
and strengthen itself. In exercising one’s power of restraint and self-control
in things which are pennitted but are related to the forbidden, is one to
gain mastery of one’s inclinations, and so make all one’s powers and
tendencies subservient to the pure fulfilment of the Will of God. That
is the work that everybody is called on to dojcach one according to his
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R. Jacob ben Asher was born in Cologne ca. 1269 and died in Toledo ca. 1343, In 1303 he fled with al! of his family
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from Cologne to Barcelona. His main teacher was his father, R. Asher (Rosh)
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44, For I am the Lord your God, and you shall sanctify yourselves and be holy, because | am holy, and you
shall not defile yourselves through any creeping creature that crawls on the ground.
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