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Ethics & Ethos: Timeless Lessons from the Weekly Parsha
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Balak: Hearing the Message

Rabbi Shmuel Silber
June 19, 2013

Dedicated in memory of Mrs. Esther Schwimmer (Esther bas Aviezri 2'l)
on the occasion of her yahrzeit.

Please note that this will be the last class for this session.
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Verse 21: Bil'am arose in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the Moavite dignitaries. Verse
22: G-d showed anger becouse he went, and an angel of Ad-noy placed himself in the way to thwart him,
as he was riding on his donkey accompanied by his two attendants.
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Verse 23: The donkey saw the angel of Ad-noy standing in the way with his sword drawn in his hand; the
donkey turned aside from the way and went into the field; Bil'am struck the donkey to get it back on the
way. Verse 24: But the angel of Ad-noy stood in a narrow path of the vineyards with a barrier at either
side. Verse 25: When the donkey saw the angel of Ad-noy, she was pressed against the wall and pressed
Bif'am's foot against the wall; and he struck her even mare. Verse 26: Ad-noy's angel passed further
ahead and stood in a narrow place, where there was no room to turn [either] to the right or to the left.
Verse 27: When the donkey saw the angel of Ad-noy, it crouched beneath Bil'am; Bil'am became angry
and beat the donkey with the stick.
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Verse 28: Ad-noy opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Bil'am: "What have | done to you,
that you have hit me these three times"? Verse 29: Bil'am said to the donkey: "Because you have
ridicufed me; would that | had a sword in my hand, | would kill you now." Verse 30: The donkey replied to
Bil'am: "Am I not the very same donkey that you have been riding on all your life until this very day? Was
it ever my habit to do this to you"? And he said: "No." Verse 31: Ad-noy then enabled Bil'am to see, and
he observed the angel of Ad-noy standing in the way with his sword drawn in his hand. He bowed his
head and prostrated himself on his face.

Approach #1
23 POBD N3TRA2 "R YN .4

MW@ 1YY P IRIW 12 9173 032 T NYRYIN R ,INRA B AMPRD 01 Y IYbNI DYITR
K7 DR ,AWYD TN PROW NPy bXiT — ayLa Yop° ’Ow N w3 wnw 1 3 AR ... P2
2p Y90 Sw DN D0 own 727 %, YT MK pITnm 1990 09 1Y e, 13 Tan




32 7323 717 RIMW DYY23 797 5Xwe *0YR N19273 29 11997 X1 XD WK 09T 0950 9
Pw DnYYHR NIAXW I TIN5 WIR DX W R LY INKY 1D ORI 1Y ,0n10%mT s
TVOR® 1 QW WW 1991 ... DARWY DINDH OO 93 1N, WK 117 2R ’Y 89R SRwe
omn 1IND (¥R 19K MY Ty K 95 oyYab 29 197 oboom TIw SRIW %13 90 onvn
STIRD 072221 ©°249 Y3 "W 53 105 TINRT 13V APIZY NRV9D AW IR 197 ... o B
THIN RIT WX RIW 7T ,1°D QY 137 DWW IRH IR QW D NI 7Y Y1aNm REP Iy
w271 ,1INIY 13D XTI DPIVIN 7T R, AW 9273

Rabbi Meir Sim f Dvi (1843-1926) was a rabbi and prominent leader of Orthodox Judaism in
Eastern Europe in the early 20th century. He was a kohen, and is therefore often referred to as Meir
Simcha ha-Kohen ("Meir Simcha the Kohen™). He is known for his writings on the Mishneh Torah, titled
Ohr Sormayach, and his novellae on the Torah, titled Meshech Chochma.
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R. ABRAHAM IBN EZRA - R. Abraham ben Meir ibn Ezra was born in Islamic Spain, in Tudela (1089),
and he died circa 1164 (apparently in London).
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God said to Balaam, "You shall not go with them! You shall not curse the people because they are
blessed.”
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RAMBAN - Rabbi Moses ben Nachman (Ramban, Nachmanides) was born in Gerona, Spain in 1194, and
died in Israel, 1270.
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