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If you follow My statutes and keep My commandments and you will fulfill them. I will provide your rains
in their proper time, The earth shall give forth its produce and the tree of the field shall give forth its
produce. [Because of the abundant produce] threshing will overtake the grape harvest and the grape

harvest overtake the [time to] plant, and you wili eat your bread to satiation and you will live securely in
your iand.
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Antigonos, leader of Socho, received the tradition from Shimon the Righteous. He was accustomed to

say: Be not as servants who serve the master for the sake of receiving reward, but rather, be like
servants who serve the master not for the sake of receiving reward; and the fear of Heaven should be

upon you.
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Buti i ts, 15. and if you despise
14, But if you do not listen to Me and do not perform all these commandments, J
My statutes and reject My ordinances, not performing any of My commandments, therebyl breaking My
covenant 16. then I too, will do the same to you; I will order upon you shocl.(, coqsumptlon, fever, a_md
diseases that cause hopeless longing and depression. You will sow your seed in vain, and your enemies

will eat it.
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21. And if you treat Me as happenstance, and you do not wish to listen to Me, I will add seven
punishments corresponding to your sins:
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23. And if, through these, you will still not be chastised [to return] to Me, and if you [continue to) treat

Me happenstance, 24. Then I too, will treat you as happenstance. I will again add seven punishments for
your sins:
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27, And if, despite this, you still do not listen to Me, still treating Me as happenstance, 28. I will treat
you with a fury of happenstance, adding again seven [chastisements] for your sins:
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Rabbeinu Bachya (or Bachye) ben Asher was born in Spain in 1255 (he should be differentiated
from Rabbeinu Bachya ben Yoseph ibn Pakuda, author of Duties of the Heart ["Chovot Halevavot"], who
preceded him by 200 years. A member of the famous rabbinic ibn Halawa family, he was a disciple of
Rashba in Barcelona. Rabbeinu Bachaya passed away in Saragosa, Spain in 1340.
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