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Purposeful Prayer: Dialogue with the Divine

Baruch She’Amar

Rabbi Shmuel Silber
November 26, 2012
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"I,_Q!SW T|-1'1; .Bfe.ssed is He Who spoke, and the world came into

) being* — blessed is He, Blessed is He Who maintains
creation; blessed is He Who speaks and does;* blessed is He Who
decrees and fulfills; blessed is He Who has mercy on the earth;* blessed
is He Who has mercy on the creatures; blessed is He Who gives goodly
reward to those who fear Him; *blessed is He Who lives forever and
endures to eternity;* blessed is He Who redeems and rescues* —
bfe.ssed is His Name!* Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the
universe, the God, the merciful Father,* Who is lavded by the mouth

of His people,* praised and glorified by the tongue of His devout ones
and His servants* and through the psalms of David Your servant. We
shall laud You, HASHEM, our God, with praises and songs. We shall
¢ exalt You, praise You, glorify You, mention Your Name and proclaim
" Your reign, our King, our God. Chazzan— O Unique One, Life-giver of
- the worlds, King Whose great Name is eternally praised and glorified,

' Blessed are You, HASHEM, the King Who is lauded with praises.
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Amram Gaon (d. 875) was a famous Gaon or head of the Jewish Talmud Academy of Sura (Persia) in the Sth
century. He was the author of many Responsa, but his chief work was liturgical. He was the first tq arrange a
complete liturgy for the synagogue. His Prayer-Book { Siddur Rab Amram or Seder Rav Amram), which tgok Fhe form
of a iong responsum to the Jews of Spain, is still extant and was thg foundation of most of the current rites in use
among the Jews. The siddurwas published in Warsaw in two parts in 1865.
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Answer #1:
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~ 913 “Blessed be You"; that is,' I pledge myself to fulfill Your will”.
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. . All our hymns are empty if they are not employed to promote
the active service of God in everyday life or to engender the fear and
obedience of Him. And if lip-service should actually be deemed 2 substitute
for such conduct, then it is nothing short of blasphemy, All these truths
we now impress upon our own conscience again and again, when we prepare
once mote to proclaim the man from our national hymnal, the collection

of our hymns of praise that sing of the manifold ways in which God has
revealed His glory to us through mighty deeds. 713, “faithful obedience
to God”, that is the solemn resolve which every a»in should engendet
within our hearts in ever new inspiration. We are to become a “blessing”
to His will and to His rule on earth. We are to render in full that conttibu-
tion which He expects of us, so that all of our activities, both great and
small, should further His supreme sovereignty here below, and that with
our lives we may shapc all things so as to be pleasing to Him, all for the
hastening of the coming of His kingdom on earth, the reign of all that is
good and true, of love and righteousness and of the sanctification of every
aspect of human life. All this is what we mean by “blessing God”,
and with our pledge of T3 we renew our promise to do these things,
irrespective of what phase of the infinite greatness of His mighty deeds we
may expetience in our own lives. Now we meditate upon His Word by

Rabbi Sarpson Raphael Hirsch (June 20, 1808 — December 31, 1888) was the intellectual founder of
the Torah im Derech Eretz school of contemporary Orthodox Judaism. Occasionally termed

neo-Orthodoxy, his philosophy, together with that of Ezriel Hildesheimer, has had a considerable
influence on the development of Orthodox Judaism.



Answer #2:
6. Pr lly Yours: Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twe age 98 (we cannot....

We cannot begin to address the purpose of bonding with God unless we
believe that the world has a purpose. A world that was not created but came
into being as the result of a freak accident does not have a purpose. In order
to think of tefillak as having the purpose of enabling us to bond with God,
we must posit that the world was purposefully created. This is why Barwuch

She’amar is the opening blessing. “Blessed is He Who spoke and the world
came into being.”
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TRRY N2 17 49 AT (R TR) Py w7

prgr e

frm 3 ohion wm DR Tm: ;
ap Y Besean penn 1
wof o mby peds ooasn e o
7p odut ansp v onpn Shes pewsn
ohsa 2o1 mbe 3 b 3o s
3 mhy eodwe T ohar fop ovp G
Sbw TS e 750 nes faop dp Ao v
2 abms pnd ovimb ub 12 ek

The Vilna Gaon, (also known as the Gaon of Vilna or as The Gra — a Hebrew acronym of "Gaon Rabbi
Eliyahu"), (April 23, 1720 — October 9, 1797), was one of the most outstanding rabbis in recent
centuries. He was an exceptional Talmudist, Halachist and Kabbalist, He was the foremost leader of
non-hasidic world Jewry.

8. Prayetfully Yours: Rabbi Dr, Abraham Twersky page 98 (we cannot ...)

We might ask, “What is the point of ‘He Who spoke and the world came
into being’? Why not just ‘Blessed is the Creator of the world’:”

‘The words of our prayers were very carefully chosen.

The Chafetz Chaim dedicated his life to obliterating /ashon hara (deraga-
tory speech). He emphasized the far-reaching effects of lashon hara by citing
the Midrash, “Lashon hara kills three people: the one who speaks, the one
who listens, and the one about whom it is spoken” (Devarim Rabbah 8:10).

Some people minimize the gravity of lashen hara. There is a popular apho-
rism, “Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never harm me.”
This 1s an outright mistake. Words are hurtful and can harm, and as the
Midrash says, you can kilt someone by speaking badly about him. The
prophet says, “Their tongue is a sharp arrow” (Jeremiah 9.7). Words even
pierce an armor capable of repelling an arrow.

The sages wanted to stress the power of the spoken word. The entire universe
came into being by way of a spoken word. Just as a spoken word can create a world
out of nothingness, it is also capable of destroying a world into nothingness.



