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Ethics & Ethos

Chukas: Sweet Waters, Bitter Lessons

Rabbi Shmuel Silber
June 25, 2014

Sponsored by Nita and Meir Gerstein and Moishe and Davida Tropper in commemoration of the
10" Yartzheit of their father, Azriel ben Eliyahu 2’/

In the merit of Yaakov Naftali ben Rachel Devorah (Frankel), Gilad Michael ben Bat Galim
(Sha’ar), Eyal ben Iris Teshurah (Yifrach)
and
the brave soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces.
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1. The entire congregation of the children of Israel arrived at the desert of Zin in the first month, and the
people settled in Kadesh. Miriam died there and waos buried there. 2. The congregation had no water; so
they assembled against Moses ond Aaron. 3. The people quarreled with Moses, and they said, "If only we
had died with the death of our brothers before the Lord. 4. Why have you brought the congregation of
the Lord to this desert so that we and our livestock should die there? 5. Why have you taken us out of
Egypt to bring us to this evil place; it is not a place for seeds, or for fig trees, grapevines, or pomegranate
trees, and there is no water to drink. 6. Moses and Aaron moved away from the assembly to the entrance
of the Tent of Meeting, and they fell on their faces. [Then] the glory of the Lord appeared to them.
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Verse 7: Ad-noy spoke to Moshe, saying. Verse 8: "Take the staff and assemble the community, you and

Aharon your brother, and speak to the rock in their presence that it may give forth its water; you will
then bring forth for them water from the rock, and give drink [to] the community and their livestock.”
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Verse 9: Moshe took the staff from before Ad-noy, as He instructed him. Verse 10: Moshe and Aharon
assembled the community before the rock; [Moshe] said to them, "Listen, you rebels! Can we extract
water from this rack for you"? Verse 11: And Moshe raised his hand and struck the rock with his staff
twice; water rushed out abundantly, and the community and their livestock drank.
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Verse 12: Ad-noy said to Moshe and Aharon, "Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the
presence of Bnei Yisroel, therefore, you will not bring this congregation into the land that | have given
them."” Verse 13: They are the waters of dispute where Bnei Yisroel contended with Ad-noy, and He was
sanctified through them.
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Rabbi Moses ben Nachman {Ramban, Nachmanides) was born in Gerona, $pain in 1194, and died in Israel, 1270,
Ramban was the outstanding Torah authority of his generation. In 1267, in the aftermath of 3 public debate with
the apostate Pablo Christiani, which was forced upon Ramban by the king and Christian clergy of Catalonia, and
decided in favor of the Christians from the outset, Ramban was banished from Spain. At age 73, Ramban took the
difficult and dangerous trip to Israel and fulfilled his life's dream of settling in the holy land.
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Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim ben Aaron Luntschitz was born in Luntschitz {Lenczyk, Poland) ¢. 1540. His mentor was R.
Shlomo Luria. From 1604 he was assistant Rabbi to R. Judah Loew (Maharal) in Prague and was Rosh Yeshiva, and
eventually succeeded Maharal (after his death) as Rabbi of Prague in 1609. He died in 1619.
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Rav Levi Yitzchak {Derbremdiker) of Berdichev was born circa 1740 / 5500 to his father R. Meir, who
was Rabbi of Huskav, Galicia. R. Levi became close to R. Dov Baer, the Maggid of Mezerich, and R. -
Shmuel Shmelke of Nikolsburg, and became one of the greatest of Chassidic leaders. He served as rabbi
of a number of Jewish communities in Poland, including Pinsk, and in 1785 / 5545 was appointed the
Rabbi of Berdichev, where he died in 1810 / 5570.



