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1.

Introduction to Family Life in Moder Jewish History

Defining History

a. What is history?

b. What questions to ask

¢. Where to look for answers
d. Traditional history

e. Social history

Types of Sources
a. Primary

b. Secondary

I. Studying Memoirs
A. What is a memoir?
B. Differences between memoir and diary
C. Issues with memoirs
1. Accuracy—memory
2. Nostalgia
3. Angry bone to pick
4. Influence of present on past:
a. Knowing end influences what to include

b. Today’s values influence way past remembered



V.

5. Who is intended audience?

6. Was it intended to be published?

7. Why did the author write it?

8. Look at text; Edited? Translated?

The World of Gluckel of Hameln

A. Early Modem Europe

1.

2.

Relationship with non-Jewish rulers
Mercantilism

Instability of life

Money as the key to stability

Different level of trade

B. The Religious world of Ashkenaz

1.

2.

Jewish time
Jewish society that transcended national lines
Creating Jewish geography

Language
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