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Ethics & Ethos

Korach: Arrogance & Ambition

Rabbi Shmuel Silber
June 18, 2014

In the merit of Yaakov Naftali ben Rachel Devorah (Frankel), Gilad Michael ben Bat

Galim (Sha’ar), Eyal ben Iris Teshurah (Yifrach}
and
the brave soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces.
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1. Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi took {himself to one side] along with Dathan
and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, descendants of Reuben. 2. They confronted
Moses together with two hundred and fifty men from the children of Israel, chieftains of the
congregation, representatives of the assembly, men of repute. 3 They assembled against Moses and
Aaron, and said to them, "You take too much upon yourselves, for the entire congregation are all holy,
and the Lord is in their midst. So why do you raise yourselves above the Lord's assembly?"
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6. [They ascribe] beauty and majesty before Him; might and glory in His sanctuary.
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11. And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, seed yielding herbs and fruit trees producing fruit
according to its kind in which its seed is found, on the earth,” and it was so. 12 And the earth gave forth
vegetation, seed yielding herbs according to its kind, and trees producing fruit, in which its seed is found,
according to its kind, and God saw that it was good.
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15. And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 16. And from year to year, he would set forth, and go

around to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpah, and he would judge Israel in all these places. 17, And his return was
to Ramah, for there was his house, and there he judged Israel, and he built there an altar to the Lord.
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And on the following day Moses came to the Tent of Testimony, and behold, Aaron’s staff for the house
of Levi had blossomed! It gave forth blossoms, sprouted buds, and produced ripe almonds.
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