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Shidduchim, Shandas, and Shaping the Future
Family & Social Life in Modern Jewish History
Leslie Ginsparg Klein
East European Migration to America: Urban

L. Who Came & Why They Came?
A. Pogroms
B. Economics
C. Reasons to stay
D. Why America?

II. The Process of Emigration
Obstacles

The trip

Ellis Island

White slavery
Immigrant aid

cEcRel- 2

Hl.  Life in Urban Areas
A. Poor neighborhoods (like Lower East Side)
B. Poverty & housing conditions
C. Job opportunities
1. Garment industry
ii. Factory vs. sweatshop
iii. Poor working conditions
D. Differences between Jews and other immigrant groups

IV.  Building a Social Life

Settlement houses

Landsmanshaft

Community culture & labor movement
Marriage and intermarriage

Family conflicts

Desertion & despair

MEmUO® e

V. Relationships Between the Old and the New (Conflict with “German” Jews)
A. Established Jews’ fears
B. Anti-immigration legislation
C. Speeding Americanization
D. Labor disputes

VI.  Becoming American
A. Education
B. Consumer culture
C. Financial success



A Bintel Brief: Primary Source Analysis

1. Who is the author of the letter?

2. In what year was the letter written?

3. List three things you can learn about Jewish life in America from this letter. (Not
specifics of this individual person’s plight, but general issues and themes)
a.

4. Cite/underline two important quotations from this letter.
a.

5. Write a question that you might now have on American Jewish history--based on this
letter--that is left unanswered.
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