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Purposeful Prayer: Dialogue with the Divine

Shema: The Meaning and the Message
Part 2:

Rabbi Shmuel Silber

December 315, 2012
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THIS COURSE 1S DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF;
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MAY THEIR SOULS BE BOUND I[N THE EVERLASTING BOND OF LIFE
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4. Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God; the Lord is one.
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R. SAMUEL BEN MEIR (RASHBAM) - R. Samuel ben Meir (Rashbam} was Rashi's grandson {his father, Meit, was
Rashi's son in-law) and the older brother of Rabbenu Tam. He was born ¢a. 1080 and died ca. 1160. He spent his
whole life in France, and studied Torah with his father and other scholars, especially his grandfather Rashi, in
whose house in Troyes he grew up.

Approach #2: Consistency
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Rabbi Chizkiyah Chizkunl - Rabbi Chizkiyah ben Manoach Chizkuni lived in Provence around the year 1250, but
beyond this almost nothing is known about his personal life. His commentary on the Torah, Chizkuni, was originally
pubtished in Venice in 1524. It has been reprinted many times and appears in some editions of the Chumash. Rabbi
Chizkiyah writes that his commentary is based on twenty earlier sources, but he very rarely quotes these sources,
with the exception of Rashi, whom he cites often. In fact, Chizkuni often efaborates on Rashi's explanations and is
considered the earliest of the many supercommentaries on Rashi.

Approach #3: Dependency
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Ohadiah ben Jacob Sforno - was an Italian rabbi, Biblical commentator, philosopher and physician. He was born at
Cesena about 1475 and died at Bologna in 1550.



Approach #4: Voluntary Compulsion
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Approach #5: One Source
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The Lord is our God; the Lord is one The Lord, who is now our God and not the God of the other
nations-He will be {declared] in the future “the one God,” as it is said: “For then | will convert the peoples
to a pure language that all of them call in the name of the Lord” (Zeph. 3:9), and it is [also] said: “On that
day will the Lord be one and His name one” (Zech. 14:9). {see Sifrei)
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KLI YAXAR - Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim ben Aaron Luntschitz was born in Luntschitz (Lenczyk, Poland) c. 1540. His
mentor was R. Shiomo Luria. For some period he was Rosh Yeshiva in Lvov (Lemberg). From 1604 he was assistant

Rabbi to R. Judah Loew (Maharal) in Prague and was Rosh Yeshiva, and eventually succeeded Maharal (after his
death) as Rabbi of Prague in 1609. He died in 1619.

9. The World Of Prayer: Rabbi Elie Munk (pages 113-114)

- . . .. Mareover, it is the very founda- .
“tion of the unity of cur lives and our own selyes, and thus
the basis of Jewish ethics, For only if mercy and justice, joy

‘and pain; life and ‘death flow from one source, only if our
' health and wealth are. granted and withheld by the order.
 of the One G-d, only. then are we His, with every fibre of
* our being, with ali our heart, all our soul and all our wealth. .
. Therefore, the immediate conseqience of the TR 'R iy AR
. '— mot:a theoretical concept echoing in a vacwum, but the direct.
challenge toléad a moral existence, that we should love and
" serve G-d in-all the diverse ‘phases of our life and being.

Complete, unreicrved submission t6 the One indivisitle Gd,
- mekes man into s harmonious and integrated personality. T -
RAN, the unity below is-a reflection ‘of ‘the "W N, the
Cunity-above, 0 B



