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Purposeful Prayer: Dialogue with the Divine

Shemonah Esrei — Part 4

Rabbi Shmuel Silber

February 18,2013

Sponsored by Deborah Kalmar in memory of her dear husband Dr. Martin Kalmar, a”h
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MAY THEIR SOULS BE BOUND iN THE EVERLASTING BOND OF LiFE
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Purposeful Prayer: Shmona Esrel (Part IV)
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You are holy and Your Name is holy, and holy one praise you daily. Blessed are You, Lord, the
holy God.

Approach #1:

2. The Koren Siddur with commentary of Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks {page 115)

owi mrR Blessing 3: Holiness. The threefold reference to holiness {“You
are holy and Your name is holy; and holy ones praise You.daily”) mirrors the
threefold declaration of the angels in Isaialis vision: “Holy, holy, holy is the
Lorp of hosts” Kadosh, “holy,” means “set apart, distinct” When used of God,
it refers to His transcendence, the fact that He stands outside nature, creating
and sustaining it. When used of Israel, it means that we too are summoned to
stand apart from the idol_s.oftl;él,qge, living instead in ¢lose and continuous
proximity to Ged. '
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8. And they shall make Me a sanctuary and | will dwell in their midst
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9. according to all that | show you, the pattern of the Mishkan and the pattern of all its vessels; and so
shall you do.
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1. QWi BAwPI: And From There You Shall Seek; Rav Soloveitchik (paqe 27

Even now, God is mekomo shel olam, the “place” of the uni-
verse, and there is no location that is devoid of Him; but this pres-
ence cannot be seen or experiendcd. 'The Holy One, Blessed Be
He, sees but is not seen. He descends into the world in a pillar of
cloud, whose thickness no human being can penetrate, When man
begins to come closer to God because he hears the sound of God
moving in the expanse of the universe, God draws away from him,
As described above, finite man and the Infinite seek but cannot
find each other. This dialectical drama is revealed in all its force
and majesty. Man remains lonely. Who can redeem him from his
loneliness if not the God Who is hiding from him?

*******************************************************************

Approach #2:
8. The Hirsch Siddur (page 133)

1P ank— o'v1pt. There is one truth which must pervade all ot ouwr
lives and all our endeavors- before God, a truth the practical application of
which will set the tone for our conduct and thus for our entire relationship
with Him. We refer to the truth taught in Lev. 19:2 that God is “holy” and
that we will be His only if we, too, are holy. This means that we must ovér-
come whatever is in conflict with the element of holiness within us, that we
must be “ready” to do whatever is holy and pleasing in the sight of God
if we are to strive with unstinting devotion to sanctify all our being and all
our behavior as long as we live. (ibid. 20:7,26). ¥ owips only.those -
who themselves are “holy” or who at least “aspire to holiness” may praise -
God and have 7 PYAth upon their lips. To praise God while leading & life
that is at variance with His holy and sanctifying will would be gross blas-
phemy. He is ¥7pa " and therefore mbnn %4, even as our fathers declared
it when the first *» Mn ever to be uttered came forth from their lips. (Exod.
15:11.)
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2. Speak to the entire congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them, You shall be holy, for i, the
Lord, your God, am holy.
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