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24, Now he was on the way, in an inn, that the Lord met h:m and sought to put him to death. 25. So Zipporah took
a sharp stone and severed her son's foreskin and cast it to his feet, and she said, "For you are a bridegroom of blood
to me." 26, So He released him. Then she soid, "A bridegroom of blood concerning the circumcision.”
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Rabbi Betzalel ben Abraham Ashkenazi was born ca. 1520 in the Land of Israel. In 1587, he became chief rabbi of
Jerusalem, Rabbi Betzalel authored an important compendium of commentaries on various Talmudic tractates
(Shitah Mekubetzes), as well as responsa and other halachic works. He died ca. 1594,
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Approach #4:

9. Rabbi Samson Raphae! Hirsch: Exodus Chapter 4 Verse 24

V. 24. i wumwaon. The same God who had just sent him out with
such a great message and on Whose mission he was just occupied, suddenly
came against him and preferred to let him die. From what follows it is
evident that Moses had neglected to circumcise his son, and that this was
the cause of his life becoming suddenly endangered. Was he not embarked
©on a mission to accomplish the salvation of a people who whole meaning
and importance in the world rests on the idea of Mila, and should he, just
he, bring in the midst of this people an uncircumcised child! Rather let him
die than let him introduce his mission with such an example. This is how

it seems WPa" must be understood, a word which is doubly difficult if
applied to God. God does mo# wish the death of any man, and he whom
God wishes to kill 7s dead, But taken this way (He prefers) this word tells
us the important fact that God's plans are dependent on no man, M0
Dpn® m¥y. No man, — not even a Moses — is indispensable to God.
It disposes of the erroneous idea into which we might have been led by the
previous verses, by the insistence with which God pressed Moses to under-
take the mission. We also see here how God does not overlook any fault
in His Messengers, not even in a Moses. Quite the contrary: wpR *31pa.
That point is here, right at the beginning, made very clear.
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R. Isaac ben R. Joseph Caro was born in Toledo in 1458. He moved to Portugal before the Spanish expulsion. After
the lews were expelled from Portugal in 1497 he wandered to Constantinople, and served as a rabbi in the city. All
his sons passed away in the expulsion. He apparently passed away in Jerusalem, 1535,

11. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: Exodus Chapter 4 Verse 25

But it is not even necessary to go as far as this, we need only
think that Zipporah, who, after all was not a daughter of Israel (and at the
beginning had possibly not yet completely absorbed all the ideas of Moses)
found it hard to allow her child to be circumcised. In the force of circum-
stances, Moses gave in to a postponement.

But not thus was Moses to come to Egypt, and not thus Zipporah.
Not in Midian, but on the journey — free from all influence of parents
and relatives, alone, thrown back entirely on herself, Zipporah is to soar
to the heights of Jewish Womanhood. Like an offering she lays the Orla
of her child at the feet of her husband struggling in the throes of death,
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Rabbi Israel ben Pesachyah Isserlein was born in Regensburg, Germany in 1390, and served as chief rabbhi of
Vienna-Neustadt, Austria. Rabbi Israel died in Vienna-Neustadt in 1460.
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