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Verse 32: Bnei Yisroel were in the desert, and they found a man gathering wood on the day of the
Shabbos. Verse 33: Those who found him brought him near—- he who was gathering wood-— to Moshe
and to Aharon, and to the entire congregation. Verse 34: They placed him under quard since it was not
specified, what was to be done to him. Verse 35: Ad-noy said to Moshe: "That man shall be put to death,
the entire congregation shall stone him beyond the encampment.” Verse 36: The entire re congregation
brought him outside beyond the encampment, and they stoned him with stones, and he died, just as
Ad-noy commanded Moshe.
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Rav Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin, (b. Mir, Russia, 1816 - d. Warsaw, Poland, August 10, 1893), also
known as Reb Hirsch Leib Berlin, and commonly known by the acronym Netziv, was the dean of the
Volozhin Yeshiva and author of several works of rabbinic literature in Lithuania.
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Approach #4:

19. Windows To The Soul {Rabbi Dr. Michael Bernstein): Parshas
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39. Moses related all these words to the children of Israel, and the people mourned greatly. 40 . They arose early in

the morning and ascended to the mountain top, saying, "We are ready to go up to the place of which the Lord
spoke, for we have sinned. 41. Moses said, "Why do you transgress the word of the Lord? It will not succeed. 42+ Do

How does this episode connect to the preceding incidgnt of

the spies? Furthermore, what is the purpose of the seemingly
superfluous information that the people of Israel were “in the
desert (bamidbar)"? :

The expression "they found a man gathering wood” is also
puzzling. Ordinarily, the Torah would state that "there was a man
gathering wood.” The words “they found” implies that people
were looking. What does this mean? The Sifrei explains that
Moses posted sentries to watch for any violations of the Sabbath.
If so, a new question arises. Why did Moses choose to investigate
the nation's Sabbath observance at this point?

Moses undetstood that the Jewish people’s eagerness (o send
spies and readiness to accept their slanderous report reflected a
coliective failure of trust in God’s providence. Elpposed to this,
Sabbath observance reinforces and gives testimony to God's gen-
eral providence over mankind and His particular providence over
the Jewish people; the Torah describes the Sabbath as a remem-
brance of the Creation and the Exodus. Presumably, Moses sus-
pected that the collective deficiency in trist would manifest itself
in a lax attitude toward Sabbath observance. Therefore, he posted
sentries to warn against transgression and apprehend any viola-
tors. By raising the general level of Sabbath observance in the
aftermath of the spies, Moses addressed their deficiencies and
reinforced their collective trust in God. ,

Now let us consider for a moment. What did the wood gath-
erer intend to do with the wood? Rashi, in his commentary on the
Talmud (Beitzah 33b), states that the primary use of wood is for
construction. Let us then assume the wood gatherer intended to
build a woeden house, Ever since entering the desert over a year
earlier, the Jewish people had lived in tents. Faced with forty years
in the desert, however, a wooden house beckoned as a more
secure and comfortable abode than a tent. Thus, the wood gath-
erer sought security, because he lacked sufficient trust in God, the
very flaw that had caused the disaster of the spies. The Torah
emphasizes this last point with the gratuitous statement that they
were *in the desert (bamidbar).”
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not go up, for the Lord is not among you, [so that] you will not be beaten by your enemies.
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