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1. Of David. Te You, O Lord, | will lift up my soul. Z My God, | trusted in You; let me not be ashamed. Nor shall my
enemies rejoice over me. 3 Neither shall any of those who hope for You be ashamed: let those who betray [to the
extent of] destitution be ashomed. 4. O Lard, let me know Your ways; teach me Your paths. 5. Direct me with Your
truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salva tion; | hope for You ail day long. & Remember Your mercies, O
tord, and Your kindnesses, for they have been since time immemorial. Z The sins of my youth ond my
transgressions, do not remember; what is worthy of Your kindness, You remember for me, for the sake of Your
goodness, O Lord. 8. The Lord Is good ond upright; therefore, He leads sinners on the road. 2 Me leads the humble
with just rules and He teaches the humble His way. 10. Alf the Lord's ways are kindness and truth for those who
keep His covenant and His testimonies. 11 For Your name's sake, O Lord, You shall forgive my iniquity, for it is
greot. J2 Who is this man who fears the Lord? He will guide him on the road that he chooses. 13. His soul shall
obide in prosperity, and his seed shall inherit the earth, 44 The secret of the Lord s with those who feer Him, and
His covenant is to let them know [it]. 15 My eyes are always to God for He will take my feet out of the net. 48 Turn
to me and be gracious to me, for | am aione ond poor, 47, The troubles of my heart have increased; deliver me from
my straits. 18 See my affliction and my toll, and forgive all my sins. 19, See my enemies for they have increased,
and they hate me with unjust hatred. 20 Guard my soul and save me; let me not be shamed for I have taken refuge

in You. 21 : Sincerity and uprightness shall guard me, for t have hoped for You, 22, O God, redeem israel fromaltits
troubles,

Y. 1. The superscription to this psalm is 7, not 1% Ywm or
o nT2. Here we do not see Dayid Baining inspiration on the wings of

2. The Hirsch Psalms: Chapter 25 Verse 1 08 nor do we have here the ottpoutings of Divine rapture coming from

a full 'heart. In this psalm, David simply states the emotions and thoughiy

that fill his soul. , The alphabetical arrangement of the verses shows us that
David intended this psalm to be kept not only before his own eyes, but in
the minds of all of the rest of mankind by constant repetition. The last verso
of the psalm was added by David when he made this psalm part of Israel's
national collection of hymns. In this manner all the preceding verses, which
scemed to apply only to one individual, were now made to apply to all of

As can be scen from the concluding verses of the p&alm (beginning

I@l as well.
with Verse 15), David is beset by dangers resulting from the hatred of his

fellow men. Yet hic heart is still set only upon attaining moral and spiritual
perfection which he knows he can seek and find only with the help and
guidance of the Lord. David knows, too, that whatever joy or sorrow God
will sendhim sre intended solely to help him reach this goal. Therefore the
oaly way to bring closer that time when ali pain and sorrow will be at an
end is to work independently at achieving the ends for which ail the trouble

was visited upon him.
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Rabbi Moses {Maharam) Alshech was born in Turkey in 1507, and died sometime after 1593. Alshech came from a

family of Spanish origin. He emigrated to Israel and settled in Safed, where he became a dayyan in the rabbinical
court headed by Rabbi Joseph Caro.
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David prayed before the Holy One, blessed be He, 'Sovereign of the Universe! Forgive me Jor that sin!" It is
forgiven thee,’ replied He. 'Show me a token in my lifetime,' he entreated. 'In thy lifetime | will not moke it
known," He answered, ‘but | will make it known in the lifetime of thy son Solomon.’ For when Solomon built the
Temple, he desired to take the Ark into the Holy of Holies, whereupon the gates clave to each other. Solomon
uttered twenty-four prayers, yet he was not answered. He opened [his mouth) and exclaimed, ‘Lift up your
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors: And the King of glory shall come in. They rushed
upon him ta swallow him up, crying, ‘Who is the king of glory'? ‘The Lord, strong and mighty,' answered he.
Then he repeated, 'Lift up your heads, O ye gates; Yea, lift them up, ye everlasting doors: and the King of glory
shall come in. Who s this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah'; yet he wos not
answered. But as soon as he prayed, 'O Lord God, turn not away the face of thine anointed remember the
good deeds of David thy servant,’ he was immediately answered. in that hour the faces of all David's enemies
turned [black] like the bottom of a pot, and all Israel knew that the Holy One, blessed be He, had forgiven him
thot sin.
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34. And he had portions brought to them from before him, and Benjomin’s portion was five times os
large as the portions of any of them, and they drank and became intoxicated with him.
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1. Of David. To You, O Lord, I wilf lift up my soul. 2. My God, | trusted in You; let me not be ashamed. Nor
shall my enemies rejoice over me. 3. Neither shall any of those who hope for You be ashamed: let those
who betray [to the extent of] destitution be ashamed. 4. O Lord, let me know Your ways; teach me Your
paths. 5. Direct me with Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; | hope for You all
day long. 6. Remember Your mercies, O Lord, and Your kindnesses, for they have been since time
immemorial. 7. The sins of my youth and my transgressions, do not remember; what is worthy of Your
kindness, You remember for me, for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord. 8. The Lord is good and upright;
therefore, He leads sinners on the road. 9. He leads the humble with just rules and He teaches the
humble His way. 10. Alf the Lord's ways are kindness and truth for those who keep His covenant and His
testimonies, 11. For Your name's sake, O Lord, You shall forgive my iniquity, for it is great. 12. Who is this
man who fears the Lord? He will guide him on the road that he chooses. 13. His soul shall abide in
prosperity, and his seed shall inherit the earth. 14. The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and
His covenant is to let them know [it]. 15, My eyes are always to God for He will take my feet out of the
net. 16, Turn to me and be gracious to me, for | am alone and poor. 17. The troubles of my heart have
increased; deliver me from my straits. 18 See my offtiction and my toil, and forgive all my sins. 13, See
my enemies for they have increased, and they hate me with unjust hatred. 20. Guard my soul and save

me, let me not be shamed for 1 have taken refuge in You. 21 : Sincerity and uprightness shall guard me,
for I have hoped for You. 22. O God, redeem Israel from all its troubles.

There are a number of things that jump out:
A. It doesn’t say Mizmor L’Dovid or L’Dovid Mizmor but simply Dovid?

B. Itis phrased in the singular and then switches to the plural in last sentence?



2. The Hirsch Psalms: Chapter 25 Verse 1
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Q: What is this central theme/bull’s eye that makes this the mantra of Dovid’s life?
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To cultivate a sense of Emunah - | must be willing to place myself in God’s hands.  (uslrol~ 1n 4
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The one thing of enduring value we have in life - is our neshoma. It is this that
we must present to HKBH after 120.
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This also ties in with previous chapter where Dovid alluded to the sin of Batsheva.
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David prayed before the Holy One, blessed be He, 'Sovereign of the Universe! Forgive me for that sinl''It is
forgiven thee,’ replied He. 'Show me a token in my lifetime,” he entreated. 'In thy lifetime | wilf not make it
known,' He answered, 'but | will make it known in the lifetime of thy son Solomon.’ For when Solomon built the
Temple, he desired to take the Ark into the Holy of Holies, whereupon the gates clave to each other. Solomon
uttered twenty-four prayers, yet he was not answered. He opened [his mouth] and exclaimed, 'Lift up your
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors: And the King of glory shall come in. They rushed
upon him to swaflow him up, crying, 'Who is the king of glory'? ‘The Lord, strong and mighty,' answered he.
Then he repeated, 'Lift up your heads, O ye gates; Yea, lift them up, ye everlasting doors: and the King of glory
shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah’; yet he was not
answered. But as soon as he prayed, 'O Lord God, turn not away the face of thine anointed remember the
good deeds of David thy servant,' he was immediately answered. In that hour the faces of all David's enemies
turned [black] like the bottom of a pot, and oll Israel knew that the Holy One, blessed be He, had forgiven him
that sin.

Dovid is accepting that full absolution will not come until death.
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34. And he had portions brought to them from before him, and Benjamin's portion was five times as
large as the portions of any of them, and they drank and became intoxicated with him.
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ESA = gift - but specifically it is not reciprocal. 11 < J'ﬂ n g oo UMR (ﬂ'\kﬁf_

Relationship with God cannot be quid pro quo - relationship must be for the sake
of having the relationship.
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Q: But we are utilitarian beings? How can we asked just to worship from love?
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Serve HKBH out of a love that is based on the right things:

* You are my rock
* You fill me with optimism
* | know you look out for me

Not because - | am going to get stuff.
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