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1. Of David. Judge me, O Lord, for | have walked with sincerity, and | trusted in the Lord; Ishah’ not fa!ter.
2 Examine (test) me, O Lord, and try me; refine my reins and my heart. 3. For Your kindness is before my
eyes, and | walked in Your truth. 4. | did not sit with dishonest men, neither did | go with hypocrites. 5. |
hated the congregation of the evildoers, and | did not sit with the wicked. 8. | washed my hands with
cleanliness, and | encompassed Your altar, O Lord. 7. To proclaim thanksgiving with a loud voice and
to recite alf Your wonders. 8 O Lord, | love the dwelling of Your house and the place of the residence of
Your glory. 2. Gather not my souf with sinners nor my life with men of blood, 10. in whose hands are
plots and whose right hand is full of bribery. 11. But | walk with sincerity; redeem me and be gracious to
me. 12 My foot stood on a straight path; | will bless the Lord in assemblies.
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1. And it came to pass, when the king dwelt in his house, and the Lord had given him rest round about from all his
enemies. 2, That the king said unto Nathan the prophet; "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
dwells within the curtains.” 3. And Nathan said to the king; "All that is in your heart go do; for the Lord is with you."
4 And it came to pass on the same night, that the word of God was to Nathan saying: 5, "Go and say to My servant,
to David; so says the Lord: ‘Shall you build Me a house for My dwelling? 6, For | have not dwelt in a house from the
day that | brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.
Z In all [the places] wherein | have walked with all the children of Israel, did | speak a word with any of the rulers of
Israel whom | commanded to shepherd my people israel, saying: 'Why do you not build for me a house of cedar?' 8.
And now, so shall you say to My servant, to David; "Thus says the Lord of Hosts. | took you from the sheep cote,
from following the sheep, to be a leader over My people israel, 8 And | have been with you wherever you have
gone, and | have cut off all your enemies from before you, and have made for you a great name, like the name of
the great ones that are in the earth. 10 And | will appoint a place for My people, for Israel, and | will plant them,
and they wilf dwell in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and the wicked people shall not continue to afflict
them as formerly. 11. And even from the day that | commanded judges to be over my people Israel; and | will give
you rest fromn alf your enemies. And the Lord has told you that the Lord will make for you a house. 12 When your
days are finished and you shall lie with your forefathers, then | will raise up your seed that shall proceed from your
body after you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and | will establish the
throne of his kingdom forever. 14 | will be to him a father, and he shall be to Me a son; so that when he goes astray
I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the sons of Adam. 15, But My mercy shall not depart
fram him as | withdrew it from Saul, whom | removed from before you. 16. And your hause and your kingdom shall
be confirmed forever before you; your throne shall be established forever.” 17, According to all these words, and
according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak to David.
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7. And David said to Solomon, "My son, as for me, it was in my heart to build a House in the name of the Lord my
God. 8. But the word of the Lord was upon me, saying: 'You have shed much blgod, and you have waged great
wars; you shall not build a House in My Name because you have shed much biood to the ground before Me. 2,

0



Behold o son will be born to you; he will be o man of peace, and | shall give him peace from all his enemies around
about, for Solomon will be his name, and | shall give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. 10 He shall build a House
in My Name, and he shall be to Me as a son, and | to him as a Father, and | shall prepare the throne of his kingdom
forever.'
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Rabbi Moses {Maharam) Alshech was born in Turkey in 1507, and died sometime after 1593. Alshech came from a

family of Spanish origin. He emigrated to Israel and settled in Safed, where he became a dayyan in the rabbinical
court headed by Rabbi Joseph Caro.
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R. Yisrael b. R. Eliezer was born circa 1695 in the area of the Ukraine-Romania. At first he was an assistant to the
elementary school teacher {melamed) and then the local slaughterer. He later relocated to Brody, Galicia, and
became an elementary school teacher (melamed). Then he wandered among the towns of the Ukraine, and began

advising people who turned to him in matters of Torah and morality. In 1740 he settled in Mezhiboz, where he
died in 1760.



