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1. Of David. The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my
life; from whom shall | be frightened? 2. When evildoers draw near to me to devour my flesh, my
odversaries and my enemies against me-they stumbled and fell. 3. If a camp encamps against me, my
heart shall not fear; if a war should rise up against me, in this | trust. 4. One [thing] I ask of the Lord, that
1 seek-that 1 may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to see the pleasantness of the Lord
and to visit His Temple every morning. 5. That He will hide me in His tabernacle on the day of calamity;
He will conceal me in the secrecy of His tent; He will lift me up on a rock. 6. And now, my head will be
raised over my enemies around me, and | will sacrifice in His tent sacrifices with joyous song; | wifl sing
and chant praise to the Lord. 7. Hearken, O Lord, to my voice [which] | call aut, and be gracious to me
and answer me. 8. On Your behalf, my heart says, "Seek My presence."” Your presence, O Lord, | will seek.
9. Do not hide Your presence from me; do not turn Your servant away with anger. You were my help; do
not forsake me and do not abandon me, O God of my salvation. 10. For my father and my mother have
forsaken me, but the Lord gathers me in. 11. Instruct me, O Lord, in Your way, and lead me in the straight
path because of those who lie in wait for me. 12. Do not deliver me to the desires of my adversaries, for
false witnesses and speakers of evil have risen against me. 13. Had | not believed in seeing the good of
the Lord in the land of the living! 14. Hope for the Lord, be strong and He will give your heart courage,
and hope for the Lord.

2. The Hirsch Psalms: Chapter 25 {178}

V. 1. The superscription to this psalm is TT?, Dot NS YEm or
i Mv. Here we do not see David gaining inspiration on the wings of
song, nor do we have here the outpourings of Divine rapture coming from

a full heart. In this psalm, David simply states the emotions and thoughis
that fill his soul. ™

3. The Hirsch Psalms: Chapter 27 {192}

V. 1. For the explanation of the superscription T7%, see Com-
mentary to Psalm 25:1 and Psalm 26:1, Psalm 27, too, simply expresses
the thoughts and attitudes which filled David's spirit and guided him in his
life en earth. While Psalm 26, however, primarily spoke of the thoughts
and attitudes that formulated the basic principles of his moral endeavors,
Psalm 27 expresses those specific concepts that sustained David throughout
all the vicissitudes of his life.
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Rabbi Moses {(Maharam) Alshech was born in Turkey in 1507, and died sometime after 1593. Alshech came from a

family of Spanish origin. He emigrated to Israel and settled in Safed, where he became a dayyan in the rabbinical
court headed by Rabbi loseph Caro.
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7. The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 8. "Take the staff and assemble the congregation, you and your
brother Aaron, and speak to the rock in their presence so that it will give forth its water. You shall bring
forth water for them from the rock and give the congregation and their livestock to drink.” 9. Moses took
the stoff from before the Lord as He had commanded him. 10. Moses and Aaron assembled the
congregation in front of the rock, and he said to them, "Now listen, you rebels, can we draw water for
you from this rock?" 11. Moses raised his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, when an
abundance of water gushed forth, and the congregation and their livestock drank. 12. The Lord said to
Moses and Aaron, "Since you did not have faith in Me to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel,
therefore you shall not bring this assembly to the Land which I have given them. 13. These are the waters

of dispute [Mei Meribah] where the children of Israel contended with the Lord, and He was sanctified
through them.
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14. Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom: "So says your brother, Israel, 'You know of
all the hardship that has befallen us. 15. Our fathers went down to Egypt, and we sojourned in Egypt for
a long time. And the Egyptians mistreated us and our forefathers. 16. We cried out to the Lord and He
heard our voice. He sent an angel, and he took us out of Egypt, and now we are in Kadesh, a city on the
edge of your border. 17. Please let us pass through your land; we will not pass through fields or
vineyards, nor will we drink well water. We will walk along the king's road, and we will turn neither to
the right nor to the left untif we have passed through your territory.™
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