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1. Of David, a song. The land and the fuliness thereof are the Lord's; the world and those who dwell
therein. 2. For He founded it upon seas and established it upon rivers. 3. Who will ascend upon the Lord's
mount and who will stand in His Holy place? 4. He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not
taken My name in vain and has not sworn deceitfully. 5. He shall receive a blessing from the Lord and
charity from the God of his salvation. &. This is the generation of those who seek Him, who seek Your

presence-Jacob, forever. 7 [Youl gates, lift your heads and be uplifted,

ou] everlasting portals, so that

the King of Glory may enter. 8. Who is this King of Glory? The Lord, Who is strong and mighty, the Lord

Who is a mighty warrior. ¢ [You] gates, lift your heads and lift up, [voul everlasting portals, so that the

King of Glory may enter. 10. Who is this King of Glory? The Lord of Hosts-He is the King of Glory forever.,

Approach #1:

2. The Hirsch Psalms: Chapter 24 Verses 7-10

_ ®

V. 7. " ww. It is not only 787 that is the Lord's. His world
order does not rule only in the sphere of immutable Nature. It is His wish
rather to found His kingdom in the sphere of unfettered human activity,
where His moral Law shall help shape human affairs. 73 'awn b=zn shall be
the next sphere to which His reign on earth shall extend. Therefore the call
goes out to the oYY, the gates of the world of human society (this is the
literal meaning of 93w; see Commentary to Gen. 19:1), to “be lifted up.”
Let them be lifted up for the Ma357%n, “the King of Glory,” to Whom alone
all honor is due, whose T2 greatness is revealed. by all the splendors of
heaven and earth (see Comm. to Ex. 16:7). Most men have searched for
His ways and His glory “beyond the gates of the life of the community of
mankind,” in the sphere of “nature.” Therefore, now, “lift up your heads,
o gates” so that the King of Glory may enter at last into the sphere of the
life of human society and so that this life may freely make way—wo—ifor
the rule of His Sovereignty.

At first, however, the gates of human society do not heed this call
to open out of their own free will. Therefore the call is repeated, this time
asking that " wwam “the gates be lifted up” by an external force, to become
o>y °nng the gates of the future that is “hidden” to the human eye and
brought about by God Himself, so that the T2t 72 may come in. Thcre—
fore we have the question and answer as stated in Verse 8,

V. 8. " on. In what capacity, then, does the T237 1bn make
His first bid for entry into the gates of the life of human society? It is as

@

max ™y “invincible and strong,” as apnt» M3 “mighty in battle” that He
first seeks entry into these gates which are to become the portals of His
future. He is invincible when He makes a demand or withhoids a favor.
He overcomes anything that might resist His will as regards the future welfare
of mankind. 7t appears, first of all, as the mighty warrior, sure of victory,
waging battle against the continued existence of all that is morally evil,

because He is "0, and because He trains m‘mkmd so that it may achieve its
destined salvation in-the future. ‘

Wherever revolutions occur in this world, it is 'n who effects the
necessary radical chanpes that must be made so that He may be able to
enter as a1 T, The Lord reveals Himself in history first by means of
shattermg, catastrophal occurrences. After those catastrophes have done
their work, the call rings out ‘the second time, this time however it is not
Wwi, but simply, as we see in Verse 9:

V. 9. "uowen ' oRe, CLift up your heads, o gates, lift them up
as portals of the future.”

V. 10. ’mr pnom It is not o, as in Verse 8, but 11 s,
“who, then, is the King of Glory"? What character does He assume as He
enters into the portals of human society which have now opened of their
own accord? At this time He no longer appears as man my or as M2
nonbn. Now the struggle for the acknowledgement of God, a fight that went
on throughout history, is over and done. Therefore it is as M®ax 'a, as the
Lord of the world, ruling not only nature but also looking upon all the
world of man as “His hosts” that He passes through the opened portals.
He Himself has formed His creatures all, He commands them, leads and
guides them in His ways of mercy in which He brings them all to their goal
of lasting salvation. Thus, as MKka% ', He now enters to dwell in the midst
of magkind—masn 95 X0 MRAY 7 now and forevermore (See Comm. to
Gen. 2:1 and 2).



Approach #2:
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O Lord God, do not turn back the face of Your anointed one; remember the kind deeds of David Your servant.”
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And | shall be innocent from great transgression. He pleaded before Him, 'Sovereign of the Universe! Pardon
me that sin completely [as though it had never been committed].' He replied, ‘It is already ordained that thy
son Solomon should say in his wisdom, Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? Can
one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever
toucheth her shall not be innocent.' He lamented, 'Must ! suffer so much!’ He replied, 'Accept thy
chastisement,' and he accepted it. Rab Judah said in Rab's name: Six manths was David smitten with leprosy,
the Shechinah deserted him, and the Sanhedrin held aloof from him. 'He was smitten with leprosy' — as it is
written, Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow. 'The Shechinah
deserted him' — as it is written, Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation,’ and uphold me with thy free spirit.
‘And the Sanhedrin kept aloof from him' — as it is written, Let those that fear thee turn unto me, and those

that have known thy testimonies. How do we know that it was for six months? — Because it is written, And
the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years:
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David prayed before the Holy One, blessed be He, 'Sovereign of the Universe! Forgive me for that sin!''It is
forgiven thee,' replied He. 'Show me a token in my lifetime," he entreated. 'In thy lifetime I will not make it

©



known,' He answered, 'but | will make it known in the lifetime of thy son Solomon.’ For when Solomon built the
Temple, he desired to take the Ark into the Holy of Holies, whereupon the gates clave to each other. Sofomon
uttered twenty-four prayers, yet he was not answered. He opened [his mouth] and exclaimed, 'Lift up your
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors: And the King of glory shall come in. They rushed
upon him to swallow him up, crying, 'Who is the king of glory'? 'The Lord, strong and mighty,' answered he.
Then he repeated, 'Lift up your heads, O ye gates; Yeaq, lift them up, ye everlasting doors: and the King of glory
shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah'?’ yet he was not
answered. But as soon as he prayed, 'O Lord God, turn not away the face of thine anointed remember the
good deeds of David thy servant,' he was immediately answered. In that hour the faces of all David's enemies
turned [black] like the bottom of a pot, and all Israef knew that the Holy One, blessed be He, had forgiven him
that sin.
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David exclaimed before the Holy One, blessed ‘be He, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! Thou knowest full well, that
had they torn my flesh, my blood would not have flown. Moreover, when they are engaged in studying the

four deaths inflicted by Beth din they interrupt their studies and taunt me [saying], "David, what is the death

penalty of him who seduces a married woman?" | reply to them, "He who commits adultery with a married

woman is executed by strangulation, yet has he a portion in the world to come. But he who publicly puts his
neighbour to shame has no portion in the world to come.”
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For R. Joshua b. Levi said: Why were they called men of the Great Synod? Because they restored the
crown of the divine attributes to its ancient completeness. [For] Moses had come and said: The great
God, the mighty, and the awful. Then Jeremiah came and said: Aliens are destroying His Temple. Where
are, then, His awful deeds? Hence he omitted [the attribute] the ‘awful’. Danief came and said: Aliens are
enslaving his sons. Where are His mighty deeds? Hence he omitted the word ‘mighty’. But they came and
said: On the contrary! Therein lie His mighty deeds that He suppresses His wrath, that He extends
fong-suffering ta the wicked. Therein lie His awful powers: For but for the fear of Him, how could one
[single] nation persist among the fmany] nations!
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R. Shmuel Eliezer ben R. Judah Halevi Edels - the Maharsha - was born in Cracow in 1555. His wife was from
Posen, to where he moved and established a yeshiva. He and his yeshiva were supported by his mother-in-taw Edel
(thus the appelation Edel's). After her death, he served as a rabbi in a number of cities in Poland, until he passed
away in 1632,



