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Ethics & Ethos: Timeless Lessons from the Weekly Parsha

Parshas Terumabh:

Temporary Structure, Timeless Lessons

Rabbi Shmuel Silber
February 13, 2013

Dedicated in the merit of a complete recovery for Talia Efrat bas Henya
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1. "The Lord spoke to Moses saying: 2. "Speak to the children of Israel, and have them take for Me an
offering; from every person whose heart inspires him to generosity, you shall take My offering. 3. And
this is the offering that you shall take from them: gold, sitver, and copper; 4. blue, purple, and crimson
wool; linen and goat hair; 5. ram skins dyed red, tachash skins, and acacia wood; 6. oil for lighting,

. Spices for the anointing oil and for the incense; 7. shoham stones and filling stones for the ephod and for
the choshen.
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8. And they shall make Me a sanctuary and I will dwell in their midst
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22. T will arrange My meetings with you there, and I will speak with you from atop the ark cover from

between the two cherubim that are upon the Ark of the Testimony, alf that I will command you unto the
chikiren of Israel

2 P N blaman .4

avyEl T N> heaw axann nanl
MPYP MoKl PIE ve vhEr pemt
7 Oxmer OMpa N aroon wmasm
PO MOMDY M3TET PR ¥V e
B2 PIInT Gmia netn ra nninn
aye aTm mbY MY e nmoa
BAYRING DoErl D P K A DR @
e *on DR Dehan v Bmb
Yhhyn ME3 PITs vord nnb BRR M
MpN VEPD RKY YN orrodaw b
TPOINPREY RPN I3 T AR ovDven
™IT® ki 2evbn FT KXY Mavs boe Yown
P REm P KNM WUD DBYAT TIaRkY o3

33 MaYm Tond ST .MWOIM dbpan bW @
WP ME OORR MIMDY okt beepe
T K Yo wTPm v pen v
YR D MY BT B30 My mie

anRy P37 WL em  Savwa on
SPIWTHM PRt Y12 TIAR MISEN iy b
NT oMWW PRI oK [Sven bana
7T WMreT nxwh® et bwn 1y
WR METPM DISRN MY Bl M
WYIPN Dl Mo T T, nar M



12 PRb nhwwr .5
SPYD 121 772772 130 IR THURT 1320 DK JNIR R Yo 1wk Yo v

9r.l aI::cording to all that I show you, the pattern of the Mishkan and the pattern of all Its vessels; and so
shall you do. ' ‘
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Even now, God is mekomo shel olam, the “place” of the uni-
verse, and there is no location that is devoid of Him; but this pres-
ence cannot be seen or experienced. The Holy One, Blessed Be
He, sees but is not seen. He descends into the world in a pillar of
cloud, whose thickness no human being can penetrate, When man
begins to come closer to God because he hears the sound of God
moving in the expanse of the universe, God draws away from him.
As described above, finite man and the Infinite seek but cannot
find each other. This dialectical drama is revealed in all its force
and majesty. Man remains lonely. Who can redeem him from his
loneliness if not the God Who is hiding from him?
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