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A story is told of 2 man from Upper Galilee who hired himself out to an employer in
the south for three years. On Erev Yom Kippur, the worker said to his employer,
"Give me my wages so that [ can go home to provide for my wife and children.”
The employer answered, "I have no money."

“Then give me fruit,” requested the worker.

"I have none,” replied the employer.

"Give me property,” suggested the worker.

"I don’t have any."

"Give me pillows and blankets."

{don't have any."

Disheartened, the man slung his belongings over his shoulder and went home.
After Succos, the employer traveled to the home of the worker with the wages he
owed him, along with three donkeys laden with food, drinks and an assorment of
delicacies. They ate and drank and the employer gave the worker his wages. Then
the employer asked: "When you asked for your wages and I told you that [ didn't

have the money, of what did you suspect me?

I thought that perhaps a very good business deal had come your way, a chance to
buy merchandise cheaply, and that you had invested all your cash in this unusual
opportunity.”

"And when I told you I had no livestock, what went through your mind?"

"I thought that perhaps they were hired out.”

"And when you asked for land and I said I didn't have any land, what did you think?"
"I thought that maybe it was leased.”

"And when I told you I didn't have any fruit, what could you have thought?"

"I thought that perhaps you had not yet separated Maaser (tithes)."



And when you asked for pillows and blankets, and I claimed I had none, what did
you suspect?”

"I thought that maybe you had dedicated all your possessions to Heaven.”

The employer exclaimed, "That's exactly what happened! 1 pledged all my
possessions for the sake of my son Hyrcanus, so that he should learn Torah. When I
came to my colleagues in the South, they released me from my vow. And now, just as
you judged me favorably, may Hashem judge you favorably."






