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Ethics & Ethos: Timeless Lessons from the Weekly Parsha

Parshas Toldos
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
November 1410,2012

i
e

3
A 'x:»%h
N
THIS COURSE IS DEDICATED BN MEMORY OF:
2% NAMSY DNAN 1A M) 27 IIND NS N N2 Kve MNPYY DRI AN NI I TN NUR
DA MINI NN DNNYI KON
MAY THEIR SOULS BE BOUND IN THE EVERLASTING BOND OF LIFE
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Verse 29: Yaakov was simmering a pottage when Eisov came in from the field, exhausted. Verse 30;
Eisov said to Yaakov, "Please give me a swallow of this red [pottage], for | am exhausted." He was
therefore named Edom [Red]. Verse 31: Yaakov said, "As of this day, sell your birthright to me." Verse
32: Eisov said, "Here | am about to die, what [good] is this birthright to me." Verse 33: Yaakov said,

"Swear to me as of this day." He swore to him, and sold his birthright to Yaokov. Verse 34: Yaakov then

gave Eisov bread and a pottage of lentils. He {Eisov] ate and drank, got up and left. [Thus] Eisov scorned
the birthright.
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34. When Esau heard his father's words, he cried out a greot and bitter cry, and he said to his father,
“Bless me too, O my father!" 35. And he said, "Your brother came with cunning and took your blessing."

36. And he said, "Is it for this reason that he was named Jacob? For he has deceived me twice; he took my

birthright, and behold, now he has taken my blessing." And he said, "Have you not reserved a blessing for
me?"
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28. And Isaac loved Esau because [his] game was in his mouth, but Rebecca loved Jacob.
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62. Now Isaac was on his way, coming from Be'er Lachai Ro'i, and he dwelt in the land of the south. 63.

And Isaac went forth to pray in the field towards evening, and he lifted his eyes and saw, and behold,
camels were approaching.

aD PI0D 72 PN NIRRT YA .7
"R 12 INI DWW 2337 TNa QW PR MW

O POB NWRND .8

XITY (27) T3V DX PIp° YRW 53 YRYMWY 1MW DRIPT 12 NT9M 7T 30 IR IRDD Y MRM (R0)

PR DR YR 1277 PP 0w RPN (3719w 1R 75 710 Y37 92 95 771 993 170 0X XD

7727 WP 1°2 737 787 02 K2 W37 X 19 59 () #R7 AR "nR7 297 oA 196K 03 X1

Ham|

11, And the angel of the Lord said to her, "Behold, you will conceive and bear a son, and you shall name

him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard your affliction. 12. And he will be a wild donkey of @ man, his hand
will be upon all, and everyone’s hand upon him, and before all his brothers he will dwell.” 13, And she

cafled the name of the Lord, Who had spoken to her, "You are the God of seeing," because she said, "Have

I seen{him]here also after | have seen?" 14. Therefore the well was called Be'er Lachai Ro'i; behold it is
between Kadesh and between Bered.
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15, And the water was depleted from the leather pouch, and she cast the child under one of the bushes.
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66, And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.
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67. And Isaac brought her to the tent of Sarah his mother, and he took Rebecca, and she became his
wife, and he foved her. And Isoac was comforted for [the loss of] his mother.
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17. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: Genesis Chapter 27 Verse 1

Hagtisgalyl

In the little word X3 — "napr ®3 N3 — “see, after all, I am already.
old”, it is. made clear that he had afready long had the intention to bestow
such a blessing, but had been dissuaded, had yielded to remonstration.
Rebecca had probably constantly argued with him, trying to convince him
of the truth, and had then persuaded him “anyway leave it for a titne,
you are not so old yet, there is still plenty of time etc.,, and had hoped,
in the mesntime, that he would be undeceived, But she had not succeeded.
And now what was she to do? What could she have wanied with this
plan? Nothing but to bring home to him, to convince him, ad hominem,
that, and how easily, he could be deceived. If a Jacob, an BN T can so
easily mesquerade as & T2 M), how much more easily can an Esau mas-
querade as o3 AN ©K to him! And in this — Isaac’s undeception through
Jacob's deception — Rebecea succeeded petfectly. As soon as Ysaac realised
the trick that had been played upon him, mn 1y nhm m1n vvm (V. 33),
he received o terrific shock, he saw — 23 our sages put it — Gehennam
yawning at his feet, saw, how 2ll his life he bad allowed himseif to be
deceived. Immediately the scales fell from his eyes, and he immediately
added deliberately his confirmatory and now fully conciously expressed

blming_m T2 031 (ibid) "And indeed he shall be blessed™.
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33. And Isaac shuddered o great shudder, and he said, "Who then is the one who hunted game and

brought it to me, and | ate of everything while you had not yet come, and | blessed him? He, too, shall be
blessed."
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