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Tu B’Shvat: Old Roots, New Beginnings

Sidney Gross Memorial Lecture
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R. Zedakiah ben R. Avraham Ha-Rofe of the Anavim family was born in Rome ca. 1210. During his youth he studied
in Wurzberg, Germany, with students of R. Samson of Sens, During this perlod he recorded customs and collected
halachic rulings of French and German Torah scholars. R. Zedakiah died in 1275,
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Rav Mordechai ben Hillel, a descendent of the Ra'aviyah {R. Eliezer b. Yoel Halevi), was one of the great Rabbis of
Germany (Ashkenaz) at the end of the Tosafot period. Born circa 1240, R. Mordechai was martyred in 1298 with his
wife (daughter of R. Yechiel of Paris) with their five children in Nurenberg, Germany. R. Mordechai was a disciple of
R. Meir (Maharam) of Rothenburg, as was his relative R. Asher (Rosh) and his brother-in-law, R. Meir haCohen,

author of the Hagahos Maimoniyos.
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11. And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, seed yielding herbs and fruit trees producing fruit

according to its kind in which its seed is found, on the earth," and it was so. 12. And the earth gave forth
vegetation, seed yielding herbs according to its kind, and trees producing fruit, in which its seed is found,
according to its kind, and God saw that it was good.
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19. When you besiege a city for many days to wage war against it to capture it, you shall not destroy its
trees by wielding an ax against them, for you may eat from them, but you shall not cut them down. [s the

tree of the field a man, to go into the siege before you?
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