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Purposeful Prayer: App;ieciating the Amidah
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MAY THEIR SOULS BE BOUND 1IN THE EVERLASTING BOND OF LIFE
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To Jerusalem, Your city, may You return in compassion, and may You dwell in it as you promised.
May You rebuild it rapidly in our days as an everlasting structure, and install within it soon the
throne of David. Blessed are You, Lord, who builds Jerusalem.

2. Koren Siddur (Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks, 122)

oy M3 Blessing 14: Rebuilding Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the home of the
Jewish soul, the place to which we turn in prayer and for whose restoration
Jews prayed in every generation. The Book of Psalms has left us an indelible
description of how Jews felt when the city fell to the Babylonians in the
sixth century BCE: “By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we re-
membered Zion... May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not
remember you, if [.do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy”. (Psalm 137).
Jerusalem is mentioned more'than oo times in the Hebrew Bible.
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6. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, those who love you will be serene. '
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18. And Malchizedek the king of Salem brought out bread and wine, and he was a priest to the Maost
High God. 19, And he blessed him, and he said, "Blessed be Abram to the Most High God, Who possesses
heaven and earth. 20. And blessed be the Most High God, Who has delivered your adversaries into your
hand," and he gave him a tithe from all.
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13. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and he saw, and lo! there was a ram, [and] after [that] it was caught

in a tree by its horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of
his son. 14. And Abraham named thot place, The Lord will see, as it is said to this day: On the mountain,

the Lord will be seen.
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May the offshoot of Your servant David soon flower, and may his pride be raised high by Your

salvation, for we wait for your salvation all day. Blessed are You, Lord, who makes the glory of
salvation flourish.

14. The World of Prayer (Rabbi Munk, 146)

T MDY N8, There are many widely diverging opinions
regarding the date of the composition of this Bracha and the
reason for its introduction. The Babylonian Talmud holds
that it should be a separate Bracha (Meg. 17b), whereas ac-
cording to the Jerusalem Talmud it is to be united with the
preceding one (cf. above), so that the original number of 18
Berachoth be maintained after the addition of DWW
However, later on NBY¥ N8 was generally recognized as a
separate Bracha. A Midrash leads us to conjecture that the
motives for the introduction of both DWOBY and MDY NN
might have been the same. It is not at all unlikely that the
danger to Judaism from the new teachings of the rising wave
of Christianity prompted the addition of MY N, just as
it had caused the introduction of W, For by teaching
the belief that the Messiah, in the person of its founder, had
already arrived, Christianity immediately set itself in direct
opposition to a fundamental teaching of Judaism. The entire
question of the right of Judaism to exist was dependent upon
the recognition of the founder as the Messiah. It was, therefore,
decided to accentuate the petition for the Messiah until then
included within DYV, by creating a special Bracha for
it. The hope of coming of the Messiah should thus be kept
awake in the heart of the Jew at all times.

The true Messiah will not be of unknown origin but
“a branch of the house of David.” (Is. XI, 1), and his

descent is considered so significant that NMB3, “branch” has
even become one of the names of the Messiah (Jer, Ber.
II, 4). Like a MB%, a plant which has a small and insignificant
beginning, then grows imperceptibly towards maturity, Re-
demption too will come gradually, not abruptly and suddenly,
but slowly, leading Israel out of despair and distress towards
freedom., — AP 10 WP, The “horn” is a symbol
of strength and vigor, it is used to describe the success of
the just as well as the wicked Ps, LXXV, 11 and XCII, 1o.
— YW points to the great historical event of the re-building
of -Jerusalem: PR DY DB PR WBER D WM. Is. LIT,
10, Ps, XCVIII, 3 (Abudr.). Every day, we look for the
coming of the Redeemer.



