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Ethics & Ethos: Timeless Lessons from the Weekly Parsha
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9. While he waos still talking with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess.
10. And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of Laban, his mother's brother and the
sheep of Laban, his mother's brother, that Jacob drew near and rolled the rock off the mouth of the well,
and he watered the sheep of Laban, his mother's brother. 11. And Jacob kissed Rochel, and he raised his
voice and wept. 12. And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's kinsman and that he was Rebecca's
son, and she ran and told her father.
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The Rabbis said to R. Hamnuna Zuti at the wedding of Mar the son of Rabina: please sing us something.
He said to them: Alas for us that we are to die! They said to him: What shall we respond after you? He

said to them: Where is the Torah and where is the mitzvah that will shield us!
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Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin{1881-1966) was one of the stellar Jewish personalities in pre-war Poland and post-war
Israel. As Rav of Lutzk, head of the Vaad Hayeshivos, and close confidant of Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, he was
at the center of the struggle to preserve Torah values and foster Torah education - first in the embattled Jewish life
of the pre-Holocaust generation and then in the formative years of the Jewish state, when the foundations of a

Torah society were belng laid
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18. And Jacob loved Rachel, and he said, "I will work for you seven years for Rachel, your
younger daughter.”
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20. So Jacob worked for Rachel seven years, but they appeared to him like a few days because of
his love for her.

7. Covenant & Conversation: Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks {pages 200-201)

There may be a yet deeper principle at stake. The verb “to love”
does not appear often in Genesis. The emotions of its characters are
often hidden from us, so that when they are revealed, they have great
literary force. So it is notable that the word “love” appears three times
in relation to Jacob’s feelings for Rachel: “Jacob loved Rachel” (29:18).
The seven years seemed like a few days “because of the love he had for
her” (29:20). Jacob “loved Rachel more than Leah” (29:30). We will
later discover the same about Jacob's feelings for Rachel’s son Joseph:
three times the text speaks of his love for him, one of which is, as with
Rachel, comparative: just as he loved Rachel more than Leah, so he
“loved Joseph more than any of his other sons” (37:3).

Love is an emotion; love is a virtue; love is the ultimate bond
between soul and soul. But without justice, love alone is insufficient to
sustain the world, insufficient even to maintain peace within a family.
Jacob’s love for Rachel, and later Joseph, is the cause of conflict between
his two wives and their sons, and Jacob paid heavily for it. How heavily
he did so he makes clear many years later, speaking to Pharach in Egypt
where his long lost son is now a man of power. “Few and evil have been
the days of the years of my life” (47:9), he says. There is no other state-
ment quite like this in Genesis and it is all the more striking given the fact
that facob had just been reunited with Joseph, whom he once thought
he would never see again. Love is not enough, for it leaves the less loved
feeling unloved, and the result is conflict and sometimes tragedy.

- What the story of Jacob, his wives and their children tells us is that
love alone is not enough. There must be justice, fairness, a regard for how
your sentiments impact on. others. In the end it was Leah, the less loved,
who gave Israel its holy tribe, Levi, and its kings, dgscendants of Tudah.
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Rabbeinu Bachya (or Bachye) ben Asher was born in Spain in 1255. A member of the famous rabbinic ibn Halawa
family, he was a disciple of Rashba in Barcelona. Rabbeinu Bachaya passed away in Saragosa, Spain in 1340.

9. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: Genesis Chapter 29 Verse 11

———

It is repeated three times in this verse that Laban was the brother

@ of Jacob's mother, For in everything that Jacob did here, he was moved

by the thought of his mother who appeared living before him in the person

of her nearest relative, We are told at once that Jacob kissed Rachel,

Without this marked repeated reference to being reminded of his mother,

Jacob's whole behaviour might have been taken as & picce of gallantry
towards a pretty shepherdess. ~

So here, too, Althouf;h Rachel was beautiful, he only saw a relative in her.

@ That is shown by his tears. Who knows how long Jacob had been wandering
away from home without seeing one familiar face, and then suddenly he
sces in Rachel the danghter of his mother’s brother, and the picture of his
mother affects him to tears, These tears show how the kiss was an absolutely
chaste one. Rachel must have thought him quite mad when he fell round
her neck kissing and weeping. That is why he disengaged himself and
cxplained the cause of his emotion.
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11, Lonely Man of Faith {Rav Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik)

I HE NATURE OF the dilernma can be stated in
a three-word sentence. I am lonely. Let me em-

phasize, however, that by stating “I am loner”‘I do not

intend to convey to you the impression that I am alone.
I, thank God, do enjoy the love and friendship of many.
| I meet people, talk, preach, argue, reason; I am sur-
tounded by comrades and acquaintances. And yer, com-
panionship and friendship do not alleviate the passional
experience of loneliness which trails me constantly. I am
lonely because at times I feel rejected and thrust away by
| everybody, not excluding my most mttmate friends, and
the words of the Psalmist, “My father and my mother
* have forsaken me,” ring quite often in my ears like the
plaintive cooing of the turtledove. It is a strange, alas, ab-
surd experience engendering sharp, enervating pain as
well as a stimulating, cathartic feeling, I despair because I

am lonely and, hence, feel frustrated. On the other hand,

I also feel invigorated because this very experience of
loneliness presses everything in me into the service of

God. ~
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12. And he dreamed, and behold! a ladder set up on the ground and its top reached to heaven;
and behold, angels of God were ascending and descending upon it. 13. And behold, the Lord was
standing over him, and He said, "l am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father, and the God of
Isaac; the land upon which you are lying to you I will give it and to your seed. 14. And your seed
shall be as the dust of the earth, and you shall gain strength westward and eastward and
northward and southward; and through you shall be blessed all the families of the earth and
through your seed. 15. And behold, | am with you, and | will guard you wherever you go, and |

will restore you to this land, for | will not forsake you until | have done what I have spoken
concerning you."
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16. And Jacob awakened from his sleep, and he said, "Indeed, the Lord is in this place, and I did
not know fit]."




