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Ethics & Ethos: Timeless Lessons from the Weekly Parsha

Parshas Vayishlach
Rabbi Shmuel Silber

November 28th, 2012
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23. And he arose during thot night, and he took his two wives and his two maidservants and his eleven
children, and he crossed the ford of {the] jubbok. 24. And he took them and brought them across the
streom, and he took ocross what was his. 25. And Jacob was left alone, and a mon wrestled with him untif
the break of down. 26, When he sow that he could not prevail against him, he touched the socket of his
hip, and the socket of Jacob's hip became disiocated as he wrestled with him. 27, And he {the angel} soid,
"Let me go, for dawn is breaking," but he (Jacob) said, "I will not let you go unless you have blessed me.”
28. 50 he said to him, "What is your name?" and he said, "lacob.” 28, And he said, "Your name shafl no
longer be called Jacob, but Israel, because you have commanding power with [an angel of] God and with
men, and you have prevailed.” 30. And Jacob asked and said, "Now teil me your name, " and he said,
"Why is it thot you ask for my name?" And he blessed him there. 31. And Jacob named the place Peniel,
for [he said,] "I saw an angel face to foce, and my soul was saved.” 32. And the sun rose Jor him when he
passed Penuel, and he was limping on his thigh. 33. Therefore, the children of israel may not eat the

displaced tendon, which is on the socket of the hip, until this day, for he touched the socket of Jacob's hip,
in the hip sinew.
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4. in the womb, he seized his brother's heel, and with his strength he strove with an angel.
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2. t & Co fop; bi Lord Jonath cks 2

) h_Tacob himself
had no doubt. It was God. He called the place of the encounter Peni'el,

' “because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared” (32:30),
The adversary himself implies as much when he gives Jacob the name
Israel: “for you have struggled with God and with man and have over-

~ come.” Hitherto, we have seen Jacob struggle with human beings, with

Esan and Laban. Now; the text seems to suggest, he has struggled with
God Himself. |
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14. The Rav: Thinking Aloud on'the Parsha: Rabbl David Holzer (page 346)

[‘ The Rav explained that in the end Yaakov never divides
the camp because the mal'ach delayed him, so he didn't
have time. This is why Va'yisa einav v'hinei Eisav - he
lifted his eyes and FEisav was upon him. The reason
Hashem sent the mal'ach was because it wasn't proper
what Yaakov planned to do - al pi din it is not right to
sacrifice one machanel so the other may live.
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31. Do not lgok at wine when it is red; when he puts his eye on the cup, it goes smoothiy.
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51. And Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh, for "God hos caused me to forget all my toil and all my
father's house.”
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22, And Reuben answered them, saying, "Didn't | tell you, saying, 'Do not sin against the lad,' but you did
not listen? Behold, his biood, too, is being demanded!” 23. They did not know that Joseph understood, for

the interpreter was between them. 24. And he turned away from them and wept, then returned to them
ond spoke to them; and he took Simeon from omong them and imprisoned him before their eyes.

21. Covenant & Conversation: Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks {page 232)

The sun rose upon him as he passed Penulel, limping because of his
hip (32:31): Jacob-limped after the fight. Crisis is real; the suffering to
which it gives rise can cut deep; even when you survive, you limp; long
afterwards, perhaps for a lifetime, you bear the scars. But they are hon-
ourable scars. They tell that you fought and won, and greater is one who
fought and won that one who, fearing confrontation, takes the path of
least resistance and submits. '

22, nant & Convergation: f Rabbj than

I will not let you go until you bless me: These words of Jacob to
the angel lie at the very core of surviving crisis. Each of us knows from
personal experience that events that seemed disappointing, painful,
even humiliating at the time, can be the most important in our lives.
Through them we learned how to try harder next time; or they taught
us a truth about ourselves; or they shifted our life inta a new and more
fruitful direction. We learn, not from our successes but from our fal-
ures. We mature and grow strong and become more understanding and
forgiving through the mistakes we make, A protected life is a fragile and
superficial life. Strength comes from knowing the worst and refusing to
give in. Jacob/Israel has bequeathed us many gifts, but few more valu-
able than the obstinacy and resilience that can face hard times and say
of thern: “I will not let you go until you bless me.” I will not give up or
move on until I have extracted something positive from this pain and
turned it into blessing,



