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Course outline for “Introduction to Jewish Philosophy”

Course description: This course is designed to help the adult Jew ¢

i.e. philosophical perspective on judaism.

The course will begin with general topics, such as belief in God, th

meaning of “Mitzvat”, the nature of prayer, good and evil, the Lan

will proceed to explore several specific topics, such as Religious Zi
human evolution, and “Daas Torah”,

We will concentrate on the thought of four “Gedolei Yisrael”, grea

Ramban (Maimonides and Nachmanides) from the medieval era, 2
Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook, who lived during the crucia

The preferred text for this course is Rav Shaul Yisraeli's Perakim B
purchase at some Jewish bookstores and also on the Eretz Chemd

efine or refine his or her "Hashkafah”,

e concept of a Chosen People, the
d of Israel, and science and religion. it
onism, faith after the Holocaust,

t Sages in Israel: Rambam and
and Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch and
century 5600-5700 {1840-1940).

Muachshevet Yisrael”. It is available for
ah website,l www.eretzhemdah.org|. It

has not been transtated into English, although excerpts have been translated and can be found by

searching that website.

The student should have access to the major works of these four ¢
Moreh; Ramban's Commentary on the Tordh; Rav Hirsch’'s Ninetee
Torah and on Tehilim; Rav Kook's Orot and Orot HaTeshuvah. The
translations of these works, and they can be found in any good sh
cornerstone of the library of every Jewish home.

sedolei Yisrael: Rambam’s Yad and
n Letters and Commentary on the

re are numerous editions and

ul library. Indeed, they should be the

There are numerous secondary sources which will be recommend
Etiezer Berkovits’ Essential Essays on Judaism; Arye Kaptan's two Jl

ed during the course. They include
olume Handbook of Jewish Thought;

Daniel Eidensohn's Daas Torah; Chaim Navon's Genesis and Jewr’s}g Thought; Rabbi Moshe Weinberger's
recent translation of Rav Kook's Orot HaTeshuvah, which he entitles Song of Teshuvah; Natan Slifkin's

Challenge of Creation; and my own personal favorite, which is har
Judaism.

First Lecture, Sources:

A. Philosophy: Ramham, Hilchot Avodah Zara, 11:16 and Con
Zarah 54b.

Ramban, Commentary on the Torah, Devarim 18:9
Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah, 179, Biur HaGra S”K 13

B. The Concept of "Nisayon”: Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim, Pa

Ramban, Commentary on the Torah, Bereshit 22:1

C. Rashi, Commentary on the Torah, Bereshit 1:1 and Ramba

a’

d to find, Isadore Epstein’s Faith of

nmentary on the Mishnah, Avoda

rt lli, chapter 24

n's Commentary there.
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1. And it came to pass after these things, that God tested Abraha
he said, "Here | am.”
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1. in the beginning of God's creation of the heavens and the earth.
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